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Wendy Umberger is an associate professor and director of Global Food Studies at the University of Adelaide. 
The program, launched in 2013, focuses on economic issues affecting global food and agricultural value 
chains. Ms. Umberger is leading components of interdisciplinary value chain research projects in Asia, 
Australia, North America, the Pacific Islands and South Africa, exploring opportunities for agricultural 
smallholder households in producing high-value (horticulture, dairy, beef) food products and adopting new 
technology to gain access to modern food value chains.  
 
Prior to joining the University of Adelaide in 2006, Ms. Umberger was an assistant and associate professor 
from 2001-07 in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics at Colorado State University. Ms. 
Umberger has published extensively and has been invited to present her work internationally to a variety of 
audiences including industry, government and academic.  
 
She has a bachelor’s degree in animal science (1996) and a master’s degree in economics (1998) from South 
Dakota State University. She received her Ph.D. in agricultural economics (2001) from the University of 
Nebraska. 

 


