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David Hallam is the former director of the Trade and Markets Division at the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome where he led work on trade and development issues and food and 
agricultural trade policy. He joined FAO in 1999. He was previously on the faculty of the University of 
Reading, specializing in analysis of agricultural commodity markets and policy, and was also director of the 
university’s Centre for Agricultural Strategy.  
 
Mr. Hallam has written many books and articles on agricultural commodity markets, trade and development, 
and was editor of the Journal of Agricultural Economics. His recent work has focused on global governance 
for food and agriculture, the analysis of food price volatility, smallholder integration into value chains and on 
foreign direct investment in developing country agriculture. Before moving permanently to FAO, he was a 
regular consultant for FAO, OECD, World Bank, governments and the private sector on international food 
markets and policy. He is currently advising the G20 Presidency on food security and agriculture issues. He 
was educated at the universities of Oxford and Reading. 

 


