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• Colorado Demographics 

• Focus on Collaboration:  Working Together to Become the 

Healthiest State in the Nation 

• Brookings Model in Action:  Colorado Opportunity Project 

o Family Formation Life stage 

o Local Liaisons & Early Successes 

• What’s Ahead:  Colorado’s Work to Expand the Model 

Beyond Middle Age Into Adulthood 
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Overview 



Colorado’s Demographics 
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• Population = 5.4 million  
• 83% live in Front Range/Urban 

Infographic Source:  Colorado Department of Local Affairs, State Demography Office at Colorado.gov/demography 

• Medicaid Population = 1.3 million  
• 79% live in Front Range/Urban 



Medicaid Population 
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FY 2014-15 Medicaid Caseload 

Federal Poverty Levels  
by Family Size 

Family of 1 Family of 4 

133% $15,654 $32,252 
260% 

(CHP+) 
NA $60,625 

*Some earning more may still qualify. 

Approximately 75% of adults 
on Medicaid are working 



Colorado Households Enrolled in 
Public Assistance Programs 

5 
Developed by the Governor’s Office of 
Information Technology, August 2016 

Infographic Source:  Colorado Office of Information Technology, July  2016. 



InterDepartmental Collaboration – 
Governor’s Workforce Cabinet 
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Colorado Opportunity Project Goal 

 
To deliver evidence-based initiatives and 
community-based promising practices that 
remove roadblocks for all Coloradans, so that 
everyone will have the opportunity to reach and 
maintain their full potential. 

7 



8 

Colorado Opportunity Project: 
Family Formation & Childhood 
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Colorado Opportunity Project: 
Adolescence – Early Adulthood 



Colorado Opportunity Project:  
Pilot Communities 
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Local Example: Pueblo Coalition 
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COALITION MISSION 
STATEMENT 
Dedicated to 

improving the birth 
weight of babies born 
to Medicaid members 
living in the Pueblo 
Community through 
increased referral, 
enrollment, and 
retention into 

evidence-based 
programs.  

Photo Source: Historic Pueblo Riverwalk, Great Outdoors Colorado, 
http://www.goco.org/  
 

http://www.goco.org/


LARCs & Colorado’s Progress on 
Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
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Changing the Default – Collaboration 
with Nurse Family Partnership  
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Expanding the Model Beyond 
Middle Age 
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NOTE:  Eligibility for Older Americans Act programs begin at age 60. 



What’s Ahead 
Full Implementation of the Model Leverages 
• Delivery System Innovation 
 Accountable Care Collaborative Model 

• Tools of Transformation 
 Financing/Payment Reform 
 Health Information Technology 

• Partnerships for Population Health 
 Recognition of Social Determinants 
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Questions & Discussion 
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