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AGAINST ALL ODDS 
Increasing college access, retention, and graduation rates among students of color  



Here’s the challenge 
for Higher Education: 
 
For the first time we 
are preparing 
students for a future 
we cannot clearly 
describe. 
  
  

http://communications.nottingham.ac.uk/podcasts/ 





































CHALLENGED? 
Is Higher Education challenged? 









Things aren’t going so well! 



 
 

America postsecondary completion rates have fallen 
and there are widening gaps in postsecondary 

participation and attainment around factors of age, 
income, and race/ethnicity.   

 
In fact, only 1 in 10 low-income students complete 

college.  
 







First Generation Students Tend To: 
 
• Be from low-income families 
• Be members of a racial or ethnic groups, 

primarily Latino or African American 
• Have lower college entrance examiniations 
• Lack support from those at home including 

family and friends 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelton, C. (2011).  Helping first-generation college students succeed.  Journal of Psychological 
Issues in Organization Culture; 1(4); 63-75. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Challenges Impacting FG Students 
 
• Inadequate Preparation 

 
• Cultural adaptation 

 
• Financial awareness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Engel, J. (2007).  Post Secondary Access and Success for First-Generation Students.  American Academics, 25-48. 

 



47% of African American male students 
graduated on time from US high 
schools in 2008 compared to 78% of 
White male students (Schott 
Foundation for Public Education, 
2010).   
 
African American male college 
completion rates are the lowest among 
both sexes and all racial/ethnic groups 
in U.S. higher education (Harper 2006; 
Strayhorn, 2010).   



















US Higher Education needs to increasing college access programs 
like: 
The College Advising Corps works in public high schools by placing 
“near-peers”, recent college graduates in public high schools to 
provide the support that these students need.  
College Advising Corps works to increase the number of low-income, 
first-generation college, and underrepresented high school students 
who enter and complete higher education. 
 
 
 
 

 
Missouri College Advising Corps and  

the Kansas State College Advising Corps 
 
 











 

We are at a very serious 
point in the evolution of 
our cities, communities 
and how we integrate 
ethnic people in to the 
dramatically changing 
economy.  If we don’t get 
this right, we run the risk 
of …................  
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