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Dhamu Thamodaran is executive vice president and chief commodity hedging officer of Smithfield 
Foods, a position he has had since 2011. He manages commodity hedging activities and heads the 
group for research and analysis in global economy and commodities. Prior to joining Smithfield 
Foods in 1995, he worked for 10 years at John Morrell & Company and Farmland Industries Inc., 
both of which were acquired by Smithfield Foods.  
 
Mr. Thamodaran has a Bachelor of Science in agriculture from the Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University and a Master of Science in agricultural economics from the Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute, both in India. He has a doctorate in economics with a major in agricultural economics 
from Iowa State University. 


