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Department at the World Bank, and leads the Department’s Agricultural and Environmental 
Economics and Policy Practice. He was the founding program manager of both the Bank’s Global 
Food Crisis Response Program (GFRP) and the G20-requested Global Agricultural and Food 
Security Program (GAFSP) that is under external governance. He was the World Bank focal point 
for food security issues in the Korean and French G20 Presidencies, and is assisting with this under 
the Mexican and Russian G20 Presidencies. He holds a Ph.D. in economics from Cornell 
University. A former United States Peace Corps Volunteer (Chad), university researcher (University 
of Michigan), and part-time teacher (Johns Hopkins Nitze School of Advanced International 
Studies), he came to the Bank in 2006 from 26 years at the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) and the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). He has lived and worked 
widely in Europe, Africa, and Asia, and has published extensively in a number of languages. 


