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Grant Aldonas is the founder and principal managing director of Split Rock International, Inc., an 
economic consultancy advising private companies, governments, and international institutions on 
global trends shaping their operating environments. Much of his current work focuses on 
agricultural trade, food security, and economic trends affecting U.S. producers across the 
agribusiness value chain. 
 
Prior to founding Split Rock, Mr. Aldonas served from 2001-2005 as the U.S. Under Secretary of 
Commerce for International Trade, where he represented the United States in trade negotiations, led 
U.S. export promotion efforts, and administered U.S. trade laws.  
 
Before his appointment as Under Secretary, from 1997-2001, Mr. Aldonas was Chief International 
Trade Counsel with the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance, where he was responsible for the 
passage of major trade legislation and oversight of all U.S. trade agencies. Mr. Aldonas joined the 
Finance Committee after a successful career as an international lawyer in Washington, D.C. and 
previous stints in government as a trade negotiator with the Office of the United States Trade 
Representative and as a foreign service officer with the U.S. Department of State. 


