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Security Features Information Card
For “Safe and Secure” Activity

The United States Government continues to stay ahead of counterfeiting by redesigning currency with
enhanced designs and security features. The redesigned bills are safer, smarter and more secure: safer
because they are easier to check; smarter to stay ahead of sophisticated counterfeiters; and more secure to
protect the integrity of U.S. currency.

Here are the security features you can find on a redesigned bill:

Watermark (1)
If you hold a real bill up to the light, you will see a picture within the paper itself. It may be a portrait, symbol
or denomination of the bill. Some bills have more than one watermark.

Security Thread (2)
Hold the bill up to the light and look for the security thread, or plastic strip, that is embedded in the paper and
runs vertically down the side of the portrait.

Color and Symbol of Freedom (3)

The most noticeable difference in newly designed bills is the addition of color and a symbol of freedom. The
S50 bill has blue and red along with images of the American flag. The $20 bill has shades of green, peach and
blue with the American eagle symbol. The $10 bill has a combination of orange, yellow and red with images
of the Statue of Liberty’s torch. The S5 bill has shades of light purple and gray with the Great Seal of the
United States, featuring an eagle and shield, surrounded by an arc of purple stars.

Off Center Portrait and Concentric Fine Lines (4)
The oval borders around the presidents have been removed and the portraits have moved slightly to the right
of the center. The portrait of each president has been enlarged and concentric fine lines add more detail.
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Microprinting (5)
Microprinted words are very small and hard to replicate. The redesigned bills have their number
denomination and “USA” in microprint, as well as additional words.

Federal Reserve Indicators (6)
A universal seal to the left of the portrait represents the entire Federal Reserve System. A letter and number
beneath the left serial number identifies the issuing Federal Reserve Bank.

Serial Numbers (7)
A combination of eleven numbers and letters appears twice on the face of the bill. These numbers identify
each bill as unique.



