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Although most economics journals recommend that researchers release code and data with their papers, almost no journals
specify how or whether these files will be preserved for the future.

RWP 21-14, December 2021

For many years, economics researchers have discussed the importance of sharing code and data files to ensure replicability.

The discussion, however, rarely includes questions about long-term access to those files. This paper looks in-depth at the code

and data policies from top economics journals to understand the guidance provided to researchers regarding data sharing and

asks if that guidance supports preservation of code and data files for access and use, long into the future. We used content

analysis to review journal policies from 184 economics journals. We discovered that while most journals recommend code and

data be released with papers and that a few journals recommend practices consistent with long-term preservation, almost no

journals specifically or emphatically consider long-term preservation of those files.

JEL Codes: B40 (Economic Methodology: General); C80 (Data Collection and Data Estimation Methodology; Computer

Programs: General); Y80 (Related Disciplines)
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