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Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City / Denver / Oklahoma City / Omaha

Kansas City Fed to host 44th annual Economic Policy Symposium
August 23, 2020

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 24, 2020                                          

CONTACT: Bill Medley, Victoria Rosengarten

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI –  The Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City will convene its 44th annual Economic Policy

Symposium, “Navigating the Decade Ahead: Implications for Monetary Policy,” Aug. 27 and Aug. 28. Due to the pandemic, the

2020 symposium will take place online and be streamed to the public.

This year’s topic will explore the issues policymakers are expected to face over the coming decade. The coronavirus pandemic

has dramatically changed the near-term outlook for the global economy and elicited unprecedented monetary and fiscal policy

responses. The effectiveness of the policy responses and the prospects for recovery from the shutdown of economies around

the world remain highly uncertain. Over the longer run, the sluggish economic growth and historically low interest rates that

preceded the pandemic pose additional challenges for policymakers. 

Although the future is always uncertain, slow growth and low rates are widely expected to persist. These expectations play a key

role in decisions made today that, in turn, may reinforce the dynamics of slow growth and low rates. Thus, understanding how

low interest rates are related to slow growth, how households and businesses form expectations, and how changes in those

expectations affect economic activity is critically important for central bankers as they develop strategies to achieve their

mandates.

The full agenda will be available at KansasCityFed.org at 7 p.m. CT on Aug. 26. Beginning on Thursday, Aug. 27 at 8 a.m. CT, the

public can view the symposium on the Kansas City Fed’s YouTube channel, www.youtube.com/kansascityfed. Papers and other

materials will be posted on the Kansas City Fed’s website as they are presented during the event. 

Since 1978, the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City has sponsored a symposium on an important economic issue facing the
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U.S. and world economies. Beginning in 1982, the symposium was hosted at the Jackson Lake Lodge at Grand Teton National

Park, which is located in Wyoming—one of the seven states served by the Tenth Federal Reserve District. Each year, the event

provides a venue for international central bankers, Federal Reserve officials, other policymakers and academics to discuss

issues of mutual concern. Visit kansascityfed.org to read more about the symposium's history, which spans more than four

decades.

As the regional headquarters of the nation’s central bank, the Kansas City Fed and its branch offices in Denver, Oklahoma City

and Omaha serve the seven states of the Tenth District: Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Wyoming, northern New

Mexico and western Missouri.
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