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Charles W. Fluharty is the founder, President, and CEO of the Rural Policy Research Institute
(RUPRI), the only national policy institute in the U.S. solely dedicated to assessing the rural
impacts of public policies. Since RUPRI's founding in 1990, over 300 scholars representing 16
different disciplines in 100 universities, all U.S. states and 30 other nations have participated in
RUPRI projects, which address the full range of policy and program dynamics affecting rural
people and places. Collaborations with the OECD, the European Commission, the German
Marshall Fund, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, and other
international organizations frame RUPRI’s comparative rural policy foci.

A Research Professor in the Harry S Truman School of Public Affairs at the University of
Missouri-Columbia, and a German Marshall Fund Transatlantic Fellow, he also holds an Adjunct
Faculty appointment in the University of Missouri Department of Rural Sociology. The author of
numerous policy studies and journal articles, he has presented dozens of Congressional
testimonies and briefings. He is also a frequent speaker before national and international
audiences, and has provided senior policy consultation to most federal departments, state and
local governments, associations of government, planning and development organizations, and
many foundations.

Chuck was born and raised on a fifth-generation family farm in the Appalachian foothills in
eastern Ohio, and is a graduate of Yale Divinity School. His professional career has centered
upon service to rural people, primarily in the public policy arena. He and his wife Marsha are the
parents of two sons and a daughter.



