
ECONnections from the Fed: 
Economics in Children’s Literature 

and Stories



Logistics
• Call-in number: 888-625-5230
• Participant code: 3434 6103#
• https://www.webcaster4.com/Webcast/Page/577/18607
• This call is being recorded and will be available at a later date.
• You can listen through your PC or dial in to the phone.

Remember: your specific connection matters; if PC audio diminishes, dial
in to the toll-free line.

• Use the Materials button to access a pdf version of this presentation.

How we’ll take questions
• Use the chat feature in the webinar (Ask Questions button on bottom of

screen)

Welcome
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https://www.webcaster4.com/Webcast/Page/577/18607


All of the lessons in this presentation can be 
found at www.federalreserveeducation.org

3



Gigi Wolf
Sr. Economic Education Specialist

Gigi.Wolf@kc.frb.org
www.kansascityfed.org/education

Children’s Literature and Elementary 
Resources from the Kansas City Fed

mailto:Gigi.Wolf@kc.frb.org


Financial Fables
• Grade: PreK-5
• Online stories combining 

literacy, economics and 
personal finance into life 
lessons or “money 
morals”.

• Teaches savings, money 
management, wise use 
of credit, comparison 
shopping and how to set 
short and long-term 
financial goals.
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www.kansascityfed.org/education/fables



6

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Financial Fables is an e-book with colorful bird characters who face and solve financial problems. Younger children can use the "Read to me" function that highlights text while pages are read to them. Older children can choose the "Read by myself" function to read at their own pace.��Financial Fables have related teacher lesson plans and are aligned to national economic and personal finance standards, as well as state reading standards. Interactive features, including activities and games, accompany each fable to extend learning. Additional family activities are suggested to enrich the fable.



Entrepreneurship in the Classroom
• Grade: PreK-12
• Videos, lessons and 

classroom-ready 
activities tied to 
teaching 
entrepreneurship

• Includes children’s 
lessons:
– Isabel’s Car Wash
– Sweet Potato Pie
– Mind Your Own 

Business
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www.kansascityfed.org/education/entrepreneurship

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point out the link at the bottom. This is the screen you’ll see when you click on that link. There are videos and the assessment at the top. Scroll further down the page and you’ll see “entrepreneurial classroom resources.” You’ll find the title, the targeted grade level and a brief description of the lesson. We are going to look more closely at the two that are circled: Isabel’s Carwash and Sweet Potato Pie.



Isabel’s Car Wash
• Grade: 3-6
• This lesson introduces 

the roles of 
entrepreneur and 
investor in the context of 
starting a business. After 
discussing the story, 
students are divided into 
entrepreneur and 
investor groups for a 
business start-up 
simulation.
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Sweet Potato Pie
• Grade: 3-5

• This lesson highlights the 
resources needed for a 

business and key 
information entrepreneurs 

should consider before 
starting a business. 

Through the story and 
activities, students will 
learn about division of 

labor and identify risks and 
rewards entrepreneurs 

may face when starting a 
business.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gigi can give testimonial to Your Piece of the Pie



Your Piece of the Pie
• Grade: 4-6

• This four-part lesson 
introduces how 

entrepreneurs solve a 
problem through the 
creation of a good or 

service. Following a story, 
videos and informational 

text readings, students 
determine a problem to 
solve and then develop 
and present an original 
entrepreneurial idea to 
community volunteers. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gigi can give testimonial to Your Piece of the Pie



Mind Your Own Business
• Grade: 3-5
• This lesson and role 

play share the 
importance of a 
business plan when 
starting a new business 
and the steps an 
entrepreneur should 
take to become a 
business owner.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gigi can give testimonial to Your Piece of the Pie



Bunny Money
• Grade: PreK-2

• In this lesson, students 
listen to the story of Ruby 

and Max, two bunnies that 
go shopping and make 

many spending decisions. 
They are introduced to 

short-term and long-term 
savings goals to help them 

save for the goods they 
want in the future. After a 

goal-sorting activity, 
students choose and 

illustrate their own savings 
goal.  
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The Inventor’s Secret: What 
Thomas Edison Told Henry Ford
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• Grade: 3-5
• In this lesson, students will listen 

to the story of Thomas Edison 
and Henry Ford, two American 
innovators who became lifelong 
friends. Students will learn about 
the products created by the two 
men, and how their consumers 
affected their production and 
price setting. Students also will 
learn how curiosity and 
determination led to innovation 
of ideas, goods and services that 
can improve human quality of 
life. Students then will 
demonstrate innovation by 
helping solve a problem in their 
community.



Fifty Nifty Econ Cards
• Grade: K-6

• Develops a knowledge 
base of economic and 

personal finance 
vocabulary

• Spanish and English 
versions available, as 

well as teacher’s guide 
and online portal

• Integrates economic 
vocabulary across 

disciplines
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apps.kansascityfed.org/resources/fiftynifty
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apps.kansascityfed.org/resources/fiftynifty

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is where you can find resources and games associated with the cards. You can also order a set for free by clicking on the “online form”. PDFs of the cards are available now, if you prefer that.
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apps.kansascityfed.org/resources/fiftynifty

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the right is a list of classroom activities and games associated with the cards.



Economics and Children’s Literature 
Resources from the St. Louis Fed

Mary Suiter, Ph.D.
Assistant Vice 

President



Kiddynomics: An Economics 
Curriculum for Young Learners
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Kiddynomics Lessons
• Betty Bunny Wants Everything by Michael B. Kaplan

– Choice — Wants — Scarcity
• Dr. Seuss’s ABC: An Amazing Alphabet Book! by Dr. Seuss

– Goods — Services
• An Orange in January by Dianna Hutts Aston

– Consumer — Producer
• Just Saving My Money by Mercer Mayer

– Bank — Money
• You Can’t Buy a Dinosaur with a Dime by Harriet Ziefert

– Saving — Spending
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Kiddynomics: An Economics 
Curriculum for Young Learners
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Why Kiddynomics?

• In addition to economic and personal finance 
content, all Kiddynomics lessons incorporate:
– Literacy; 
– School-readiness skills;
– Songs; and
– Extension activities.
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And…

• It’s award winning!
• Received the 2016 Curriculum Gold Award 

from the National Association of Economic 
Educators.
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Betty Bunny Wants Everything!
Economic Content
• Choice
• Wants
• Scarcity
School Readiness Skills
• Book awareness 
• Count in sequence from 1 to 

10
• Match two like pictures in a 

set of five 
• Attempt to write letters in own 

name
• Understand concept of more 

and less with up to five objects
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bonnie Demos
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Dr. Seuss’s ABC: An Amazing Alphabet 
Book!

Economic Content
• Goods 
• Services
School Readiness Schools
• Book awareness
• Understand and follow 

directions w/ two steps
• Participate in a repeating song
• Recognize letters in own name
• Attempt to write letters in own 

name
• Recognize 10 alphabet letter 

names
• Use writing and drawing tools
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demo by Mary-There are two versions of the book: one with yellow cover; one with white cover. They are the same EXCEPT for letter X. In the white version there is a fox with an axe. In the yellow version, there is an xylophone. The lesson is written using the yellow version…but if you have the white, sub this question for X in the lesson: X: What good would the fox use to chop down a tree? (An axe)



An Orange in January
Economic Concepts
• Consumer
• Producer
School Readiness Skills
• Book awareness
• Understand and follow 

directs with at least 2 
steps

• Correctly put in order 3 
story pictures

• Participate in a repeating 
song
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demo by Erin



Just Saving My Money
Economic Concepts
• Banks
• Money
School Readiness Skills
• Book awareness 
• Classifying objects 
• Recognize copy, repeating 

patterning sequence
• Scissor skills
• Repeating song
• Identifying circle shape
• Using writing and drawing tools
• Attempt to write letters of own 

name
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demo by Erin



You Can’t Buy a Dinosaur with a Dime

Economic Concepts
• Saving 
• Spending
School Readiness Skills
• Book awareness
• Demonstrate gross motor 

skills
• Recognize details of a story 

as they appear in the 
beginning, middle, and end

• Participate in repeating a 
song
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demo by Bonnie



www.stlouisfed.org/education
Print Lessons and Interactive 

Whiteboard Lessons

• 51 lesson plans to accompany children’s 
literature K-8

• 31 SMART and Promethean board to 
accompany lessons
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http://www.stlouisfed.org/education


Lesson Titles Include
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
71 elementary aged lessons tied to @60  different children’s books. Many have SMART or Promethean board files available for download.
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• Grade Level 2-4 
• Concepts:

– Borrowing, Interest, Saving, Savings goal
• Objectives

– Students will be able to • 
• define borrowing, saving, savings goal, and interest; 
• identify a savings goal; 
• explain the difference between saving and borrowing; 

and 
• use a line graph.
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SMARTBoard Activity
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SMARTBoard
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www.stlouisfed.org/education
26 Parent Q&As

http://www.stlouisfed.org/education


The Piggy Bank Primer E-book
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Piggy Bank Primer: Budget and Saving e-book for 7 through 9 year olds uses a story, activities, and puzzles to introduce basic economic concepts—saving, savings plan, spending, costs, benefits, goods, services, and opportunity cost. The e-book is free to download through the apple iTunes store.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/piggy-bank-primer/id867023206?ls=1&mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/piggy-bank-primer/id867023206?ls=1&mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/piggy-bank-primer/id867023206?ls=1&mt=11


The Piggy Bank Primer Activity Books
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These have been around a little while, and they are for 7-9 year olds-Through a story and activities, the student book introduces students to economic concepts such as saving, spending, budgeting, wants, goods, services and opportunity cost.  New though, is the Saving an Budgeting is also available in Spanish!



econlowdown: Instructor 
Management Panel
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https://www.econlowdown.org/imp.php
https://www.econlowdown.org/imp.php


econlowdown Resource Gallery—
Online Courses
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econlowdown Resource Gallery—
Video Q&A
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Explore Economics Video Series
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explore Economics is a series of short videos that introduce upper-elementary and middle-school children to economic concepts. “What Makes Something Useful as Money?" is the third video in the Explore Economics animated series. It shows items that have been used as money in the past and explains why something used as money should be relatively scarce, generally acceptable, portable, durable, and divisible. 



Financial Fables Video Series
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https://www.kansascityfed.org/education/fables

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Financial Fables is a series of short videos that introduce elementary students to economic concepts. Percy Peacock and the Credit Crisis, Shopping Wisely with Olivia Owl,  Oscar Ostrich Faces the Future, and Penny Pigeon and the Missing Nest Egg.  These are available either via the Instructor Mgmt Panel or on the Kansas City Fed’s Website.



Dr. Andrew Hill
Economic Education Advisor
Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia
andrew.hill@phil.frb.org
215-574-4392
philadelphiafed.org/education
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mailto:andrew.hill@phil.frb.org


Uncle Jed’s Barbershop

44



Uncle Jed’s Barbershop
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• Students listen to the book 
Uncle Jed’s Barbershop, about 
an African-American barber 
who, despite significant 
setbacks, saves enough money 
to buy his own barbershop.

• Concepts covered in the 
lesson:
– Saving
– Savings goals,
– Opportunity cost
– Segregation. 
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Uncle Jed’s Barbershop
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Uncle Jed’s Barbershop



Tortilla Factory
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Tortilla Factory
Lesson covers:
• Productive resources

– Natural resources
– Human resources
– Capital resources

• Intermediate goods

63



Tortilla Factory
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So Few of Me
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So Few of Me
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• Concepts: 
– Scarcity
– Alternatives
– Choices and
– Opportunity cost 

• Activity: Help Perdita figure out 
her morning schedule at summer 
camp. The students identify 
Perdita’s alternatives, choose 
activities for her and identify the 
opportunity costs of those 
choices.

• Activity: Work in groups to make 
choices and identify opportunity 
costs for Juan’s after-school 
schedule.
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So Few of Me



68

So Few of Me
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70

So Few of Me



Saturday Sancocho
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Saturday Sancocho
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• As they listen to the story, 
students complete sentences 
that record the various trades 
carried out by the family to 
obtain all of the ingredients for 
the sancocho.

• Activity: Barter with each other 
to get the ingredients needed to 
make chicken sancocho and 
learn about the difficulties 
associated with barter. 

• Use money in a second round of 
the trading activity to learn 
about money’s advantages over 
barter.
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Saturday Sancocho
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Questions?

www.federalreserveeducation.org

http://www.federalreserveeducation.org/
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