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Tradeand Agriculture:
A Governor's Perspective

Governor John Carlin

Severd yearsago, it would have been unusual and perhapseven out
of placefor agovernor to beaddressingagroupon thetopicd interna
tional trade. Trade was a federd issue. Governorsdealt with matters
insidetheir borders. Interregional,let aoneinternational, perspectives
weresdldomd concern.

Today, however, we live in a competitiveage with an international
economy. Thosed usin the states are deeply affected by trade deci-
sionsmadeboth in Washingtonand in other world capitals. Wecan no
longer afford tosit by and let those decisions be made without our in-
put or our action. Wemay not beableto writetrade palicy, but we can
helpinfluenceit by participatingin the processand by unilaterally tak-
ing actionsthat accomplish something positivefor our states.

We have a responsibility to remind federd policymakersthat in a
federd system theimpact of national policieson statesmust beconsid-
ered. Asstates havestruggled with difficult economic timesand reve
nue challenges, governors have become more vocal on national
economic policy issues. Oneissueat thetop o thelist istrade.

We havefound from persona experience that thereare world mar-
ketsto beopened and that we can open them. We can introduceother
countriesto the commaodities, products, and services our states pro-
vide.

For example, during the past year alone, governorshaveled a record
number of trademissionsabroad. Wehavemet withinternational lead-
ersinour statecapitalsand we haveheardfrom the Japaneseambassa:
dor to the United States, seven Canadian provincid premiers,and the
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