
Description: 
These activities can be used with the set of currency cards included in the trunk. Students learn about the features, symbolism, 
and security measures used in designing currency. Extension activities are also included.

Money Match-Up
Hand out one currency card to each student. Ask each student given a currency “back” to try to find the currency “front” help by 
another student that matches his bill. When the match is found, have students stand next to each other to be checked for accu-
racy. Discuss any connections between each bill’s president and the building/symbol on the reverse side.
	 •	 Abraham Lincoln - Lincoln Memorial

•	 Alexander Hamilton - Treasury Department
•	 Andrew Jackson - White House
•	 Ulysses S. Grant - U.S. Capitol

Currency Capers
Hand out currency card fronts to student pairs. Tell students that there are certain features on all bills that make them legal cur-
rency. Ask them to find and point to the following features on their bill: president’s name; our country’s name; two titles of mem-
bers of U.S. government; two signatures of those members; the name of the U.S. central bank; a seal with an eagle in the middle of 
it; a letter and number to the left of this seal; two different years; two rows of numbers with letters at either end (serial numbers); 
a seal with a balance scale in the middle of it.

Safe and Secure
Hand out all the currency card fronts to student pairs. Use the Security Features Information Card to introduce all of the security 
features designed for the new bills. As each security feature is discussed, ask students to find the number that corresponds to it on 
their bill. Hand out the currency backs to look for additional features. Discuss why these security features are necessary to keep 
counterfeiters from duplicating the bills.

Portrait  Personality
Tell students that there are two guidelines that must be followed in choosing a president or important person to be portrayed 
on currency: the person must no longer be living, and the person must be well known in U.S. history. Following those guidelines, 
have students brainstorm other presidents or famous people in history that they would like to see portrayed on a new $500 bill. 
Once a list of nominees is made, ask students to choose one person to research and write a persuasive story about, including 
the following facts: who they are nominating; what time period the nominee lived in; what the nominee did to contribute to U.S. 
history; and why this nominee should be chosen over others for the new $500 bill. Ask students to share completed stories or 
role play their nominee in a speech convincing the class that they should be on the new bill. A vote could be taken after stories 
are shared to decide the portrait winner.
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Money Make-Over
Ask students to design a new $500 bill after the previous activity, or as a separate art project. Hand out drawing paper cut into 
4” by 10” rectangles, or have students draw rectangles in these dimensions. Review the necessary parts of the bill that should 
be included, such as denomination amount (in numbers and words), our country’s name, serial numbers, and center portrait. Tell 
students they may add different seals, signatures and border designs. If they are unable to draw a human center portrait, they can 
draw the famous person’s initials or some other symbolism instead. Ask students to include at least three security features on their 
bils, which could be the same as our current features or new ideas created by students to stop counterfeiters. Develop a bulletin 
board display of completed bills with the title “Currency Creations.”

Inflation Sensation
Ask students if they have noticed that the prices of goods and services have gone up at stores and businesses. Have them give 
examples of the increasing prices they have seen for candy, toys or school supplies. Tell students that these prices have gone up 
due to inflation, which is a rise in the average price level of goods and services. Tell them that food prices have increased greatly, 
especially compared with the cost of food fifty years ago. Give them the following math problems to solve in comparing food prices 
to see the effects of inflation.
1. In 1963, apples sold for 16 cents a pound. Today’s prices are $1.29 a pound. How much would 3 pounds of apples cost then? 

($0.48) And now? ($3.87) What is the price difference between these two costs? ($3.39)
2. Today’s price for Campbell’s chicken noodle soup is 69 cents a can. The price in 1965 was 15 cents a can. How much would 5 

cans of soup cost today? ($3.45) In 1965? (.75) What is the price difference? ($2.70)
3. In 1966, a box of Cheerios was 28 cents. Today’s price is $2.25 for the same size box. How much more do you pay today? ($1.97)
4. Sweet corn sells for 30 cents an ear at today’s prices. In 1960, you could buy 6 ears for 25 cents. What would 6 ears cost today? 

($1.80) What is the price difference? ($1.55)
5. A half-gallon of ice cream sold for 79 cents in 1964. Today’s price is $2.99 for a half-gallon of the same brand. You need to buy 

1 gallon for a birthday party. How much would you pay in 1964 prices? ($1.58) In today’s prices? ($5.98) What is the price differ-
ence? ($4.40)

If you are interested in researching more price increases due to inflation over the years, information can be found at: www.the-
peoplehistory.com.
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Security Features Information Card for “Safe and Secure”  Activity
The United States government continues to stay ahead of counterfeiting by redesigning currency with enhanced designs and 
security features. The redesigned bills are safer, smarter and more secure: safer because they are easier to check; smarter to stay 
ahead of sophisticated counterfeiters; and more secure to protect the integrity of U.S. currency.

Here are the security features you can find on a redesigned bill:

Watermark (1 )
If you hold a real bill up to the light, you will see a picture within the paper itself. it may be a portrait, symbol or denomination of 
the ill. Some bills have more than one watermark.

Security Thread (2)
Hold the bill up to the light and look for the security thread, or plastic strip, that is embedded in the paper and runs vertically down 
the side of the portrait.

Color and Symbol of Freedom (3)
The most noticeable difference in newly designed bills is the addition of color and a symbol of freedom. The $50 bill has blue and 
red along with images of the American flag. The $20 bill has shades of green, peach and blue with the American eagle symbol. The 
$10 bill has a combination of orange, yellow and red with images of the Statue of Liberty’s torch. The $5 bill has shades of light 
purple and gray with the Great Seal of the United States, featuring an eagle and shield, surrounded by an arc of purple stars.

Off-Center portrait  and Concentric Fine Lines  (4)
The oval borders around the presidents have been removed and the portraits have moved slightly to the right of the center. The 
portrait of each president has been enlarged and concentric fine lines add more detail.

Microprinting (5)
Microprinted words are very small and hard to replicate. The redesigned bills have their own denomination and “USA” in micro-
print, as well as additional words.

Federal Reserve Indicators (6)
A universal seal to the left of the portrait represents the entire Federal Reserve System. A letter and number beneath the left serial 
number identifies the issuing Federal Reserve Bank.

Serial  Numbers (7)
A combination of eleven numbers and letters appears twice on the face of the bill. These numbers identify each bill as unique.
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