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Thomas S. Lyons is the Lawrence N. Field Family Chair in 

Entrepreneurship and Professor of Management in the Zicklin School 

of Business. His research focus is entrepreneurship and its role in 

community and regional economic development. Dr. Lyons has written 

nine books and numerous articles, book chapters and technical reports 

on entrepreneurship, enterprise development, business incubation, and 

state and local economic development. He has had a long-time interest 

in regional systems for fostering entrepreneurship as an economic 

development strategy. He is the co-developer of such a system, the 

Entrepreneurial League System (ELS) ®, which has been implemented 

in Louisville, KY, the Advantage Valley (portions of West Virginia, 

Kentucky and Ohio) and in Central Louisiana. 
 


