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Dr. John Leatherman is a Professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics at Kansas State 

University and Local Government Specialist with K-State Research & Extension. He also is the 

Director of the Office of Local Government, an educational outreach and technical assistance 

program for city and county governments in Kansas. He has worked with the Cooperative 

Extension Service since 1984 in areas of community and regional economic development policy 

and practice, local government and public finance, and natural resources management. Research 

interests include economic and fiscal impact analysis, regional economic modeling, rural 

development and policy analysis, local public finance, natural resource management and 

environmental protection, and public service organization and efficiency. 

 
 


