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FABRIZIO BARCA, Economic Advisor to the Treasury Minister, Rome, Italy

Fabrizio Barca is an economic advisor to the Italian Treasury and president of the OECD’s Territorial Poli-
cies Committee. At the Treasury, he is in charge of implementing new rules for the governance of territorial
policies. His background includes working as a researcher and division chief in the Bank of Italy’s Research
Department, where he authored articles and books on industrial policy, corporate finance, firm surveys, and
economic history. In addition to serving on several policy committees, Mr. Barca has also taught at the Uni-
versities of Bocconi-Milan, Siena, Modena, and Rome.

ALAN D. BARKEMA, Vice President, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City

Alan D. Barkema is a vice president and economist at the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. Mr. Barkema
joined the bank as an economist in the Economic Research Department in 1986. He served a three-year term
as professor and head of the Agricultural Economics Department at Oklahoma State University before return-
ing to the Bank in the summer of 1999. His research has explored the impact of national and international
developments on the agricultural and rural economies as well as a broad range of issues spanning the food
industry, international trade, and agricultural finance and policy.

BRIAN DABSON, President, Corporation for Enterprise Development, Washington, D.C.

Since 1992, Brian Dabson has been president at the Corporation for Enterprise Development (CFED), 
a national nonprofit organization with a mission to foster widely shared and sustainable economic well being.
His work experience includes nine years as managing director of CEI Consultants Ltd., a European consult-
ing and research organization, and 13 years in local government work in England and Scotland. Mr. Dabson
is an experienced facilitator of community and organizational strategic planning processes, and is a frequent
speaker and writer on economic development issues. He currently serves as president of the OECD Forum
on Social Innovations, a member of the editorial board for the Economic Development Digest, a member of
the National Board of REAL Enterprises, Inc., and a fellow of the Institute for the Regional Community.

MARK DRABENSTOTT, Vice President and Director, Center for the Study of Rural America,
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City

Mark Drabenstott is vice president and director of the Center for the Study of Rural America. He is the
chair of the National Planning Association’s Food and Agriculture Committee and is director of the National
Bureau of Economic Research at Harvard University. He is the author of more than 100 articles on topics
such as farm policy, agricultural trade, rural and economic development, and the food industry. Mr. Draben-
stott is a frequent speaker before industry, university, and public policy audiences throughout the nation. On
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more than ten occasions, he has testified before Congress on rural and agricultural policy issues, while also
advising the World Bank and other international organizations.

THOMAS M. HOENIG, President, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City

Thomas M. Hoenig is president and chief executive officer of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City and
a member of the Federal Open Market Committee. He joined the bank in 1973 as an economist and assumed
the role of president in October 1991. He directs Federal Reserve activities in the seven-state Tenth Federal
Reserve District—an area that includes Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Wyoming, northern New
Mexico, and western Missouri. President Hoenig is a member of the board of directors for the University of
Missouri-Kansas City and serves on the board of trustees for Benedictine College, Atchison, Kansas. He is a
member of the board of trustees of Midwest Research Institute and is a member of the banking advisory boards
at the University of Missouri-Kansas City and the University of Missouri-Columbia.

STANLEY  JOHNSON, Vice Provost for Extension, Iowa State University

Stanley Johnson is vice provost for extension and Charles F. Curtiss Distinguished Professor, Department
of Economics, Iowa State University (ISU). As vice provost, Professor Johnson has managed a major restruc-
turing of extension at the university, including the organization of a state-wide association of elected county
extension councils, new budgeting and financial planning systems for county and area offices, and a projects
approach to program management and accountability. Before he assumed his current position, he was the
director for the Center for Agricultural and Rural Development at ISU—an internationally recognized mul-
tidisciplinary public policy research center. He has authored or edited ten books, published more than 150
refereed articles, and authored numerous book chapters, technical papers, and government reports. He is a
fellow of the American Agricultural Economics Association, Foreign Member of the Former Soviet Union
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, the Russian Academy of Agricultural Science, the Ukraine Academy of Sci-
ence, and the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

EDWARD J. MALECKI, Professor of Geography and Director of the Center for Urban and Regional Analysis,
The Ohio State University

Edward J. Malecki is professor of geography and director of the Center for Urban and Regional Analysis at
The Ohio State University. He was professor of geography of the Department of Geography at the Univer-
sity of Florida from 1983 to 2001, serving as department chair from 1988 to 1995. Before joining the Uni-
versity of Florida in 1983, he was on the faculty at the University of Oklahoma, Norman, where he was also
a Research Fellow in the Science and Public Policy Program. Professor Malecki also was a visiting researcher
in the Centre for Urban and Regional Development Studies at the University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
Newcastle, England, in 1982 and was a Fulbright Fellow at the University of Economics and Business Admin-
istration in Vienna, Austria, from 1993 to 1994.  In addition to lecturing in several countries throughout
Europe, Asia, and North America, he has authored or co-authored 40 book chapters and over 75 journals
articles, as well as the book, Technology and Economic Development: The Dynamics of Local, Regional and
National Competitiveness. He currently serves on the editorial advisory boards of several international jour-
nals and is associate editor of Entrepreneurship and Regional Development.
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DEBORAH M. MARKLEY, Principal, Policy Research Group, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Deborah M. Markley is principal of Policy Research Group, a Chapel Hill, North Carolina consulting firm
specializing in economic development research and policy analysis. Her research has included analysis of inno-
vative nontraditional venture capital programs, evaluation of state industrial extension programs, and con-
sideration of the impacts of changing banking markets on small business finance. Her research has been
presented in academic journals, as well as to national public policy organizations. She has held faculty posi-
tions at the University of Tennessee and the University of Massachusetts, and she currently chairs the Rural
Policy Research Institute’s Rural Equity Capital Initiative.

LARRY MARTIN, Chief Executive Officer, George Morris Centre, University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada

Larry Martin is the chief executive officer of the George Morris Centre. The Centre’s role is to provide pri-
vate and public decisionmakers with the information and analysis they require on current and long-term issues
that affect the agri-food sector. The Centre assists those in the agri-food sector who are adjusting to, or proac-
tively leading, change. Prior to joining the Centre in 1990, he worked at the University of Guelph’s Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics and Business for 18 years. He joined the university in 1972 as a faculty
member and assumed greater responsibilities as associate professor and professor until being named depart-
ment chair in 1986. In his work at the George Morris Centre he has helped a number of agri-food businesses
develop strategic, business, and financial plans. He is currently president of the Canadian Agricultural Eco-
nomics Association and serves as a board member for Ridley, Inc. and Cold Springs Farm. In addition to being
an invited speaker at international conferences and serving as an expert witness in several trade disputes, he
has authored or co-authored a number of research papers and reports. 

LARRY G. MEEKER, Vice President, Consumer and Community Affairs Departments,
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City

Larry G. Meeker is vice president of the Consumer and Community Affairs Departments at the Federal
Reserve Bank of Kansas City. He is responsible for the consumer compliance examinations of state member
banks, including enforcement of the fair lending laws and the Community Reinvestment Act. He is also
responsible for the bank’s informational and educational initiatives that support community economic devel-
opment and fair and impartial access to credit. Mr. Meeker has had various assignments over the years at the
Federal Reserve, including supervision of problem banks and bank holding companies, supervision of com-
mercial compliance examinations, discount officer, and supervision of banking related research activities. He
has published widely in academic and professional journals. His research topics have ranged from commu-
nity development lending and the profitability of CRA lending, to valuing closely held bank stocks, payments
transfer risks, and the effects of inflation on bank capital and earnings.
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MARIO PEZZINI, Head of the Rural and Regional Development Programme, Territorial Development
Service, OECD, Paris, France

Mario Pezzini is the head of the OECD’s Rural and Regional Development Programme. His primary 
fields of interest include regional, industrial, and labor economics. His background includes working as a sen-
ior economist at Nomisma Spa (an economic research organization) in Bologna, Italy; economic counselor
in regional planning and development for the Regional Government of Emilia-Romagna; and professor of
industrial economics in Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Mines de Paris.

STUART A. ROSENFELD, President, Regional Technology Strategies, Inc., Carrboro, North Carolina

Stuart A. Rosenfeld is founder and president of Regional Technology Strategies, Inc. in Carrboro, North
Carolina. His recent experience includes serving as deputy director of the Southern Growth Policies Board,
founding and directing the Southern Technology Council, and forming and managing the Trans-Atlantic
Technology and Training Alliance. Before joining Southern Growth, he co-authored a national assessment of
vocational education for the U.S. Congress. His work experience also includes directing a private elementary
school in Vermont and ten years as a manufacturing engineer and director of manufacturing education and
management science sections at the General Electric Company. He has published more than 100 books and
articles and consulted or testified on numerous occasions before the U.S. Congress, National Academy of Sci-
ences, and the OECD.

KARL STAUBER, President, Northwest Area Foundation, St. Paul, Minnesota

Karl Stauber is president of the Northwest Area Foundation. He is responsible for all aspects of the foun-
dation, including oversight of the foundation’s distribution of approximately $20 million per year to help
communities reduce poverty in the eight states of the Pacific Northwest and the Northern Great Plains. Prior
to becoming the Foundation’s fourth president, he served as senior appointee in the Clinton Administration
at the USDA in Washington, D.C. While at the USDA, his work focused on the 1996 Farm Bill, refocusing
federal agricultural research and education policy, and the community development portion of the North-
west Timber Initiative. From 1986 to 1993, he was a vice president of the foundation, with responsibility for
developing new approaches to economic development, focusing on rural and other low-income communi-
ties. In addition to other leadership responsibilities, he volunteers as secretary and member of the board of
Community Loan Technologies and is a member of the board of directors of the Minneapolis Foundation.

RICHARD WAKEFORD, Chief Executive, The Countryside Agency, London, United Kingdom

Since the formation of the Countryside Agency in April 1999, Richard Wakeford has been its chief execu-
tive. Mr. Wakeford served as chief executive of the Countryside Commission from 1996 to 1999. His work
experience includes dealing with cross-departmental issues related to economic and environmental affairs in
the Cabinet Office Economic and Domestic Affairs Secretariat and implementing a plan-led system and devel-
oping planning policies as head of Development Plans and Policies in the Department of the Environment.
Mr. Wakeford also edited the land use and transport chapters of the UK Sustainable Development Strategy,
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building on his earlier work on the team which prepared the country’s first Environment White Paper, “This
Common Inheritance.” He is a member of the UK Sustainable Development Commission and a fellow of
the Royal Society for Arts and Commerce.
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